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Our Wellness Center is Key in Saving Precious Lives
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  Two months ago, we opened the Wellness Center of Bailey's Cat Haven.
The addition of this facility has enabled us to deliver a higher level of care
to our cat and kitten rescues, saving countless lives that certainly would
have been lost.
    I faced the sobering reality of the lives that we could not save in 2025
when I prepared our year end statistics for our Director. Almost 300
felines were rescued and most adopted last year, but 32 cats and kittens
passed away in our care. Most of these lives were kittens, aged two days
old to four weeks old. 

    We now have a NICO (neonatal intensive care unit) within the walls of
the Wellness Center. Kittens that we rescue that are between one day to
a few weeks old will heal and grow strong with the help of a combination
incubator/ oxygen chamber/ nebulizer and a well-skilled team of
volunteers. Kitten season occurs in the spring and summer of the year
when a lot of kittens are born, resulting in several litters of kittens
needing our help and all at about the same time. As I write this, we are
overseeing the care of twenty-six newborn kittens. Recently, several
litters of kittens were brought to us. We named these first litters of the 

 season the Birds, the Gems, the Cosmos, the Cafes, and one single
kitten we named Strudel.
    The two-day old Gems were found in a window well and kitty, Strudel
was found in a bush. The Cosmos litter, less than a week old, were found
between some logs, and the mom was found deceased on the road. The
Cafe kittens were abandoned in a garage. Our incubator was in constant
use and at capacity. A volunteer organized a “Go Fund Me” campaign to
raise the money to buy a second incubator. This was a “God Send” since
both incubators have been in constant demand. Baby kittens are not
able to regulate their body temperature, and the incubator ensures that 

they will be adequately warm.    
   The NICO team consists of nine specially trained volunteers under the
direction of volunteer Medical Director, Kelley Smith. Every few hours,
the tiny kittens are bottle fed, burped, and stimulated to go to the
bathroom. This team works in shifts around the clock.
    In addition to the NICO unit, the Wellness Center serves several other
needed purposes. Last year, Bailey's Cat Haven had to close for six weeks 

to contain upper respiratory infections that had spread to the healthy cats. Now, incoming
cats will spend three to five days at the Wellness Center for observation before being
transferred next door to Bailey’s for adoption. Any feline needing veterinary care will be
housed and treated at the Wellness Center, and foster families will bring their kittens to
the Wellness Center for ongoing vaccinations.
   For me, the most heartbreaking aspect of
animal rescue is to have a newborn kitten that I
have worked with and loved, die in my arms, a
little life that I have tried so hard to save. We will
never be able to save every cat or kitten that
comes to us for our help. The Wellness Center,
and the resources that we now have to help us
in our mission will enable us to save many lives 
that otherwise would have been lost. We could not have done this without the dedicated
work of our volunteers, especially Volunteer Medical Director, Kelley Smith, and the
financial support that you have given to us. 
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The Rainbow Bridge Project

 bridge construction, and the creation of a native plant garden.
  The completed space will feature beautiful native plants that attract butterflies, moths, bees, and other important
pollinators. A bench will provide a peaceful place to sit and enjoy the gardens and the bridge. We will also install a
Rainbow Bridge memorial sign where the names of beloved pets will be inscribed.
   Before we can begin planting native trees, shrubs, and flowering perennials, we must first restore the streambank and
remove invasive plants. Invasive species take up valuable space and do not provide food or habitat for our native
butterflies, moths, and pollinators. By removing these plants and shrubs, we can make room for native trees, flowers,
and host plants that support wildlife and strengthen the local ecosystem. Please see the article photo for an example of
what this space could look like after stream restoration, invasive plant removal, bridge construction, and native garden
installation.
   This is no small undertaking. Environmental considerations and township approvals must be completed before
construction can begin. The Allegheny County Conservation District continues to serve as an important conservation
resource, and we have a meeting scheduled with the Township to discuss next steps.
   Thank you to everyone who has donated so far in memory of your cherished companions. If you are interested in
dedicating a memorial space for your pet, please see the form below.
For a donation of $30, we will inscribe the name of one companion animal and the year of their passing on the colorful
bridge. For a donation of $50, we will include all of your companion animals that have passed.
   
IN NEED OF: Helpers to help remove invasive plants and shrubs. They'll be removed by hand tools/weed
whackers/hedge trimmers. If you're interested, please reach out to Nikki Cat 412-605-9467.

Your name____________________________ Phone no._____________________
Address______________________________________________________________

Email__________________________
Names of animals being remembered and year of passing:

1._________________________
2._________________________
3._________________________
4._________________________

$30 donation for one, $50 donation for two or more.
Please remit to ARAR, PO Box 94, Meadow Lands, PA 15347

Questions? Email us at info@aradopt.org
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  Our cat facilities, Bailey's Cat Haven and the Wellness
Center are next door to one another on Brownsville Road
in South Park Township. The terrain between the two
buildings is rough, and a narrow stream separates the
properties. We propose a foot bridge across the stream
that we will make our Rainbow Bridge. In mythology, the
bridge that our companion animals cross into Heaven is
called the Rainbow Bridge. There, they wait until the day
that we cross the bridge to be with them.
   The Rainbow Bridge Project has seen significant
progress over the last few months. Members of the
project team recently met with the Allegheny County
Conservation District at the stream site located between
the two properties. During the meeting, we discussed
invasive plant removal, stream-bank erosion control, 

by Nikki Capes
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Foster Families – A Lifeline for our Rescues

Fostering Brings Joy and Beautiful Moments                     by Julie Flynn and Radonna Burik 

Julie cuddling the
entire litter

RaDonna with a foster
kitty

   Our foster journey began in the summer of 2023. We found five 8-week-old kittens in our yard,
hiding in our firewood rack. We reached out to Bailey's Cat Haven of Angel Ridge for help. After
the kittens were caught, we were asked if we would foster them. We had never fostered before
and were a bit apprehensive, but we said, “yes.” It seemed to be the right thing to do... and was it
ever!  We have continued to foster for the last three years and we love it! So far, we have fostered
40 kittens and mommas.
   For as much as we have given of ourselves to care for our foster cats and kittens, we have
received so much more in return. We look forward to waking up in the morning and being
greeted by kittens who need us so much. 
   When they greet us at the door, jump into our laps, fall asleep in our arms, roll onto their backs
for belly rubs, or when they bring you their favorite toy to play - these moments are the best. We
have earned their trust and there is no greater feeling in the world than this.
   Some people have asked, “Is it hard to give up the kittens?” While it may be difficult in the 

beginning, or if you bond with one particular kitten, we now realize that we are one very
important step in getting them to their forever home.
   Bailey’s Cat Haven of Angel Ridge Animal Rescue makes fostering very easy. They provide
everything we need... kennels, litter boxes, bedding, toys, bowls etc. Bailey’s takes care of all the
medical needs... neuter/ spay, vaccines and all medications. If we have any questions or concerns,
the staff at Bailey's is always available.  We like to travel and Bailey’s will work with our schedule.
One of our first calls when returning from a trip, is to Bailey’s to see if we can foster more kittens!
   We have also made many friends while volunteering with this organization. We truly cannot
imagine our lives without fostering through Bailey’s.

Kyra & Billy Ray

   Those people who decide to foster rescued dogs and cats for Angel Ridge are special saviors who give our rescues a
chance to live in a loving home while also opening up needed space for more rescues. It is a fact that fosters literally save
lives. Foster families provide that “lifeline” when our rescues need it the most! In fact, some foster families decide to
adopt their foster animals, offering them a loving, permanent home.
   This past year, we have had some amazing foster families. We would like to introduce you to a few of them. 
   Buddy, now Denver, came to us from another foster in West Virginia. Buddy, a terrier mix, had been hit by a car, and
after a lengthy recovery came to us in hopes of finding his permanent home. Kyra, one of our volunteers, readily agreed
to take him into their home upon his arrival.Denver’s sweet temperament quickly won over not only Kyra, but her
husband as well. In a text, Kyra shared, “We’re going to adopt Buddy, lol…took not even three days! Danny fell head over
heels.” 

   Kyra was not new to fostering. Even while fostering Denver, she had also agreed to
foster Marge, a lovable senior pittie. Marge learned what love was in Kyra and Danny’s
home, and after a bit, her own perfect family came along and adopted her. Without
Kyra, it would have been difficult to take Marge in, as crowded as we were. Kyra and
Danny are now fostering Billy Ray, an older GSD from a West Virginia shelter.
   Then there was Honey, an affectionate, tail wagging, one-year-old lovebug, who was
surrendered when the owner could not give her the time and love she needed to
flourish. Theresa and Glenn, who visited Angel Ridge were both charmed and amused
by Honey’s exuberance in the play yard. We talked about the possibility of fostering, and
the very next day Theresa called to offer Honey just that.It was a freezing, snowy drive to
their home, but it was a warm welcome for our gregarious girl! She waltzed in like she
owned the place and sprawled out in the arms of their adult daughter. Like Kyra,
Therese and Glenn were ideal fosters, offering Honey guidance and affection, while

evaluating whether she would be a good fit for their home. We were thrilled when they decided to adopt the precious
pup. 
 Sometimes fosters are necessary for sad, but important, reasons. Another volunteer, Mary, took in little Pipsqueak, a tiny,
elderly. fragile dog who had been abandoned on the streets, but was fortunately brought to our rescue.When it was
determined that Pipsqueak needed a hospice situation rather than being adopted, former nurse Mary stepped up to
allow her into her home to spend her last days in comfort and dignity.

by Anne Frederickson
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Adoption event, PetSmart, Washington, first Saturday of every month, 12 - 3
Adoption event, Petco, Washington, third Saturday of every month, 1-3

5/31/26 Flea Market, South Park Community Center, 12-4 
6/6/26  Blessing of the Animals, Unity Presbyterian Church, Greentree, 10:30-1:30 

7/18/26  Pints and Paws, Monday’s Brewing, McMurray, 2-6 
8/1/26  Open House and More at Bailey’s Cat Haven, South Park, 10:30-4 

9/10/26  WCCF Gives, 8- 8 
9/19/26  South Park Community Day, South Park Fairgrounds, 12-5 

10/10/26 Subaru Loves Pets, Subaru of the South Hills, McMurray, 12-3 
11/14/26  Bingo, Home Economics Building, South Park Fairgrounds, 12-5

Many more events will be added during the year. Check our website and Facebook page for information.

Calendar of Events

Join us for Bingo Fun! 

Save the Date - September 10, 2026

   WCCF Gives is an initiative of the Washington County Community
Foundation, designed to help local charities with financial support to
achieve their missions. WCCF provides substantial financial awards to
charities who have outstanding donor support. 
   The donations that we received from last year’s campaign enabled us
to renovate and buy essential life saving equipment for the new
Wellness Center of Bailey’s Cat Haven. We are saving the lives of many
newborn and sickly kittens thanks to your generosity! 
   Soon, the WCCF will be able to accept contributions by check that
are mailed to their office with an accompanying form. But on
September 10th, between 8 am and 8 pm, you can donate by credit
card at www.wccfgives.org. 
   On behalf of the rescued animals that you have helped through your
participation in WCCF Gives – THANK YOU! 

Strudel was saved
with last year’s

donations! 

Get your tickets at Bailey’s Cat Haven or Angel Ridge or by mail at
Bailey’s Cat Haven

2650 Brownsville Rd, South Park PA 15129

http://www.wccfgives.org/
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Oscar's Journey - From Trash Can to Our Prince

should endure. Slowly, with proper nutrition, warmth, and care, we watched him begin to change. His energy improved,
the light returned to his eyes, and his sweet personality started shining through.
   Once Oscar was stable enough, we began addressing the medical concerns we knew still existed. He underwent
extensive veterinary testing including bloodwork, x-rays, and a full orthopedic evaluation. That is when he was
diagnosed with lax patellar joints affecting both front legs. After consulting with specialists at OSU, our veterinarian, Dr.
Sacksteder, developed a surgical plan to help improve Oscar’s quality of life. Unfortunately, during this process, Oscar
was also diagnosed with chronic Lyme disease. Treatment with doxycycline was started immediately, and his surgery
timeline was adjusted to give his body time to recover.
   As the surgery date approached, we began noticing changes again. Oscar became lethargic, his energy dropped, and
he simply did not seem like himself. Back to the vet we went. After additional testing (urinalysis and stool sample, x-rays
etc.), it became clear that there were concerns involving his kidneys. Once again, treatment began with the hope of
getting his values back within normal range so he could safely undergo surgery.
   After completing treatment, Oscar did regain some of his energy and appetite, but we still knew something was not
right. Not long after, Oscar began showing obvious signs of regression, so once again we made the drive back to the vet
for another full workup on our boy. Unfortunately, this is when we learned that Oscar is in the beginning stages of renal
kidney failure and to make matters worse, he had developed severe arthritis in his spine. Sadly, this is all likely due to a
lifetime without proper care. 
   With that visit, our entire treatment plan changed. We stopped focusing on quantity of life and began focusing on
quality of life. Oscar is now on a very specific prescription renal diet and receives weekly MagnaWave treatments. We
will also be beginning water therapy to help reduce inflammation and relieve pressure on his joints, so he can remain as
comfortable and mobile as possible.
   Oscar’s yesterdays were filled with hunger, worry, and fear, but we promised him that his tomorrows would be
different. They will be filled with love, full meals, warmth, safety, and the best care possible. From the volunteers who
walk him, to the staff who comfort him, to the medical team helping manage his care, Oscar is deeply loved. He is safe,
and he is a cherished part of all of our lives.
   While Oscar’s journey ultimately took a different path than we originally anticipated, every donation made toward his
surgery will continue to directly support his care. Those funds will now help provide his prescription diet, therapies,
medical treatment, and ongoing comfort as we focus on giving him the best quality of life possible. Because of your
kindness, Oscar no longer has to fight for survival... he simply gets to be loved.
   Please continue to follow Oscar’s journey through our social media pages as we share updates, milestones, and all the
little moments in between. Every message, comment, share, and ounce of support reminds us just how many people
are standing beside him in this fight. Oscar may not have had kindness for most of his life, but now he is surrounded by
an entire community loving him every step of the way. 

   In December of 2025, Oscar came to us from West Virginia under heartbreaking
circumstances. He had been abandoned on a mountain, alongside another dog who,
tragically, had already passed away by the time help arrived. For what we believed was
quite some time, Oscar stayed beside his friend, refusing to leave.
   In the middle of such a devastating situation, there was still kindness. A good
Samaritan who was unable to take Oscar in, refused to simply walk away. Instead, they
placed a large trash can on its side, lined it with blankets, and created a makeshift
shelter so Oscar would at least have warmth and protection from the elements while
help was being arranged. That simple act of compassion likely saved his life. It was
fitting that Oscar be named after the Muppet character that lived in a trash can, and
like him, emanated such sweetness.
   When Oscar arrived, our first priority was helping him heal physically and emotionally.
He was underweight, exhausted, and clearly had been through far more than any dog 

by Melissa Swango 

NEW Digital Newsletter!!

As part of our ongoing efforts to keep as much of our budget as possible going directly to our animals, we are proud to
announce a new digital version of the Pet Gazette! Beginning with our next issue, we will be emailing a digital version to
those that would prefer to receive one. Get your updates in your inbox and not your mailbox! With rising postage and
printing costs, this will help us save money and ensure that we can care for more animals with every donation. If you
would like to switch over, just send the name and mailing address where you received this newsletter and the email
address you’d like us to send it to, and we’ll take care of the rest!  ararnewsletter@gmail.com

mailto:ararnewsletter@gmail.com
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DONATE
You can donate via PayPal, using email aranres@yahoo.com.  You can also complete the form below and mail your
donation to the address shown. 

PLEASE HELP OUR ANGELS AT 
ANGEL RIDGE ANIMAL RESCUE

Mail this form and your donation to: 

PO Box 94, Meadowlands, PA 15347

I would like to contribute $____________ to (please select one of these funds)

___ General
Contribution

___ Emergency Vet
Care

___ Gathering of Guardian Angels Program
($200 annually or $50 Quarterly)

You can also donate through PayPal aranres@yahoo.com 

NAME ________________________________________________
ADDRESS ____________________________________________
PHONE _______________________________________________
EMAIL ________________________________________________

Certified Wildlife Habitat at Bailey’s Cat Haven    by Nikki Capes

   Starting in 2024, the garden team began investing in Bailey’s backyard. We removed entire
sections of weed barrier fabric that had been preventing water from properly saturating the soil.
We added homemade compost to enrich the soil with organic matter and support beneficial soil
microbes. We extended all downspouts away from the property edge and into the garden beds
to better manage stormwater runoff. We planted native host plants to support native pollinators
and beneficial insects. We also installed a rain barrel to collect and conserve rainwater.
   In addition, we eliminated the use of pesticides on the property to prevent harm to essential
insects and reduce pollution in local waterways. We controlled and removed invasive plant
species, inventoried the native trees on the property, and protected dead trees—also known as
snags—which provide important habitat for wildlife.

All of these actions support local wildlife both below and above ground. By investing in Bailey’s plot
of land, we have created a habitat for beneficial insects and birds, an important stop for migrating
species, and a model of conservation stewardship in South Park Township. The National Wildlife
Federation recognizes properties that take these actions as Certified Wildlife Habitats.
Stop by and explore the gardens for yourself and experience the life they support.
If you are interested in investing in your own backyard habitat, check out the link and QR code
below.

mailto:aranres@yahoo.com
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Cat Wish List

Our Rescued Dogs and Cats Need You!!
    Help an animal in need, and have some fun at the same time, as an Angel Ridge Animal Rescue volunteer!  Here are
some ways you can help:

Volunteering with the dogs: We need dog walkers, off-site and adoption help, transport to the vet, office help, and
handyman/woman help at the 390 Old Hickory Ridge Rd Washington location.
Volunteering with the cats: We need cat care assistance, greeters, office help/organizing, and handyman/woman
help at our 2650 Brownsville Rd South Park location. 
To help all of our animals, we need volunteers for fundraising planning and involvement, website update assistance,
and picking up donated items from stores and the public.

We have a great volunteer group in place, so you will be welcomed and helped along the way! 

To help with the dogs, contact Anne at mrsfred@verizon.net
To help with the cats, contact Barb at BaileysCatHavenSP@gmail.com
You can also visit our website at www.angelridgeanimalrescue.org 
to print an application. 

Cat and Kitten Fosters Needed!!

Fosters are especially needed for the rescue kittens. Kittens must live in a foster home until
they are 12 weeks old.
We provide supplies, expertise and support. .If you are interested or have questions, please
contact Barb at BaileysCatHavenSP@gmail.com

Dog & General Needs Wish List

Purina One Dog Food – canned
and dry

Frontline Plus for dogs
Greenies Dental Chews

Martingale collar/quick snap
buckle

Medicated pet shampoo
Wet Swiffer pads

Our needs are great for the volume of animals we care for at Angel Ridge.  The Angel Ridge Amazon wish list is on our
website at angelridgeanimalrescue.org. Please note that donations for the dogs or general office supplies should be

delivered to:
Angel Ridge Animal Rescue
390 Old Hickory Ridge Rd

Washington, PA 15301
Odoban or general-purpose

cleaners
Clorox spray and wipes

Clorox
Paper towels

Trash bags
Copy paper

Postage stamps

Fancy Feast Canned Adult Food – no fish
Delectables Broths
Delectables Stews

Delectables Bisques
Fancy Feast Canned Kitten Food 
Purina Kitten chow - yellow bag

Inaba Churu Cat Treats
Frontline Plus for cats

Nitrate Gloves, Medium or Large

Our needs are great for the volume of animals we care for at Angel Ridge.  The Angel Ridge Amazon wish list is on our
website at angelridgeanimalrescue.org. Please note that donations for the kitties should be delivered to:

Bailey’s Cat Haven
2650 Brownsville Rd
South Park, PA 15129

mailto:mrsfred@verizon.net
mailto:BaileysCatHavenSP@gmail.com
http://www.angelridgeanimalrescue.org/
mailto:BaileysCatHavenSP@gmail.com
http://angelridgeanimalrescue.org/
http://angelridgeanimalrescue.org/
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CURRENT RESIDENT OR:

Our Gathering of Guardian Angels
Angel Ridge Animal Rescue has rescued, restored and rehomed animals in need for
over two decades. We have never refused an animal because of its injury, illness or
handicap. Rescuers in our area and surrounding states call upon us to take these

dogs, cats and kittens into our shelter.
Our philosophy is that an injury or sickness that can be healed is no reason to end an
animal's life. We have a special program of caring contributors named the Gathering
of Guardian Angels. These Guardian Angels contribute $50 quarterly, or $200 per year
to this program. The program is there to provide the funds for needed medicines or

surgeries for the dogs, cats and kittens who come to us with extraordinary veterinary
needs. Please consider joining this elite group of contributors, Angels, who provide the

needed extra financial help for our little “angels.”  Last fall, three of our dogs needed
emergency care at a cost of $12,000. This year, we have accepted dogs and cats who
needed emergency surgeries. The Guardian Angels Fund helped to pay those bills. 

To join, mark the Gathering of Guardian Angels box on the donation form on page 4.
Thank you and God bless.
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