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The Blessing That
Was Barry

oday | had to say goodbye to Barry.
Barry lost his pght with bone cancer
after a very brief illness. Barry, a lab
mix who was blind, came to Angel Ridge in
the spring of 2007 from the Bedford County
Humane Society. The humane society was not
equipped to deal with a blind dog, but their Humane Ofpcer had
heard great things about our good work with handicapped pets.

Last summer we placed Barry in a foster home. He had the unique opportunity to ac-
company his foster mom, Michele, to Carnegie Mellon University where she works as an
administrator. Micheleds hope was that someone would see him sitting quietly by her desk
and fall in love with him. Indeed, many people did fall in love with Barry, but no one was
able to give him a forever home. Michele became well known all around the CMU campus
because of her charming canine friend.

In the fall, Barry was returned to Angel Ridge after personal circumstances changed in the
foster momés life. Barry was returned to his kennel run and began to wait all over again.

Barry was a quiet and gentle dog that I never heard bark. He was loved by all of our em-
ployees and volunteers. It is a mystery to me as to why Barry never found a permanent
home in almost four years at Angel Ridge. Other blind dogs came into our facility and were
adopted. Barry just waited patiently, and hoped.

In mid-December, we noted that Barry was not putting weight on his back right leg. An
x-ray by our vet showed opossibled bone cancer in the hip. Dr. Sacksteder wanted to x-ray
the area in two weeks since, if it was bone cancer, it would have aggressively spread in that
time period. And it did. Dr. Sacksteder gave Barry approximately three months to live, but
she warned that the end could come sooner than that.

At Angel Ridge, it is important that every animal who passes on does so knowing that they
were truly loved. Would it be possible, | asked, to give Barry that little bit of time so that we
could spoil him and love him just one last time? With Dr. Sackstederds input, we put Barry
on pain management medication so that he would be comfortable.

Barry moved into my home and became one of my crew of pooches. His days and nights
were plled with hugs and kisses, wonderful food and treats and as much playtime as he
could handle, much of it outside. Barry was given a big, soft bed and at Christmas time, his
Guardian Angel sent him special treats in the mail. He loved his life.

Just before Valentineis Day, Barry slowed considerably and | knew that it was time. Barry
was peacefully put to sleep while | stroked him. He is buried here at Angel Ridge.

Barry was a blessing to many people. It has been over six months since Barry made so
many friends at Carnegie Mellon, but people still stop Michele and ask about the gentle
dog that came to work with her. Our volunteers, and especially our dog walkers, speak
about Barry in such a loving way. The people who board their horses in our horse barn
asked about him several times a week while he was spending his pnal weeks in my home.

Continued on next page. ..



@)\\{(;7@ Barry (contlnued)

/ Barry was a blessing to me. This
/ sweet boy touched my soul. If a dog

can embody virtues, virtues like patience,
gratltude, serenity and living in the moment, then Barry

surely possessed them, and somehow he shared them
with the people that he came to meet.

We donft know what his life was like before coming to
Angel Ridge, but my guess would be onot very good.6
His life was one of constant darkness, because of his
blindness and with blindness comes a fear of being Barry
hurt.

I could not wave a magic hand and change a decade of a life that should have been a
happy one. But what we could do for Barry was to shower him with love and small
kindnesses along the way. | think if Barry could send us a message it would be one
of thanking us and blessing us for caring for so many animals in need, working to-
gether so that every other dog waiting at Angel Ridge can at last have his operfect day.6

- Nancy C. Shannon

Angel Ridge®s Fabulous Feline Frlends

ngel Ridge is home to many wonderful cats. They are cared

Afor by Pat, a horse boarder in our farm, as well as others
who board their horses and volunteer their time and

energy to help at the shelter. These volunteers are truly oangelso for
the cats. They care for them when they are ill or cold, they feed
them, play with them, cuddle them and take time to socialize them.
Some of the cats are highly adoptable now and some are a work in
progress. These cats have lots of love to give and each is known
by name and personality by the volunteers. There is Gracie, a
sweet young black female who loves to play. There is Angel & a
beautiful gray cat with a bright pink nose who loves to be petted
and held. Angel was thrown out of a car window at the entrance to
our property. She was emaciated and fright-
ened, but our incredible horse boarders and
volunteers gave her the TLC that she needed
to be healthy and happy. There is Lily, a young
black and white cat who is precocious. There is
Peaches, a tortoise-colored cat, who is a favorite with several vol-
unteers. There is Big Boy & a large black and white cat who will
end up being a lap cat. Please open your heart and home. You will
be blessed. | certainly have been blessed by adopting two Angel
Ridge cats 0 Cuddles and Dolly Anne. Please check the website
to see more of the adoptable cats or come to the shelter.

- Barb Brown, Volunteer

P.S. Our kitties need Guardian Angels, too!
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Lo Angel RidgeWish List

@M' ngel Ridge Animal Rescueds funds come from private con-
Ay ’ . .
7 tributors, from the public and businesses. On average, we
take care of 45 dogs, a dozen cats and several rescue horses offer-
» ing shelter and sanctuary for these animals for about $300 per day
s\\ (compared to almost $1500 for neighboring facilities!).

Please help with your donation or your time to allow us to continue this important work.
Monetary donations are tax deductible (see the donation form on page 9 of this newslet-
ter). But specipc items are always needed to help with the animals. Any type of dona-
tion is appreciated, but herefs a list of some of our most needed items for our shelter.

Dry Dog Food Envelopes & Post Cards Garbage Bags
Dry Cat Food Stamps Mops & Brooms
DogTreats HP60 Ink Cartridges Gas Cards
Paper Towels Liquid Laundry Detergent Gift Cards forWal-Mart,
Kuranda Dog Beds General Purpose Cleaners Lowes & Home Depot
Copy Paper Bleach Raffle/Silent Auction Prizes

About Angel Ridge Animal Rescue

Angel Ridge Animal Rescue is a 501(c)(3) charity for
animals that is operated at Angel Ridge Farm, a 51-acre

facility located in Washington County, Pennsylvania. Angel Ridge provides a
permanent home and cares for animals that are not adoptable due to their age,
handicap, breed, or temperament. We also provide temporary homes (with the
ultimate goal of securing permanent homes) for: animals that are adoptable but
who cannot get a place in a traditional shelter or who have medical problems
that preclude them from living in a shelter; animals that will not adapt well to a
traditional shelter or have been in a shelter for an extended period of time; and
animals living in a shelter who have become aggressive due to their environment
and are retrainable but in danger of being euthanized in the shelter scenario.

Angel Ridge Animal Rescue is also a shelter and sanctuary for cats and horses.
We have a limited amount of space to shelter these animals, but we provide
outreach in other ways. On a monthly basis, Angel Ridge Animal Rescue
provides food to feed over 500 local stray and shelter cats, and we pnancially
assist rescues who care for abused horses.

Angel Ridge is always looking for volunteers for a variety of jobs at the shelter.
Please contact us at 724-229-7053 or e-mail us at aranres@yahoo.com to join in
all the tail wagging fun of volunteering!




<\ Cami® Cancer Has Returned o
@® Please Help @

raft horse, Camael (Cami),

D came to Angel Ridge in the
winter of 2006. After a

thorough exam by our equine

veterinarian, we learned that Cami had

cancerous tumors under the lower eye-

lids of both eyes. Cami was transported

to Ohio State University for surgery to

remove the tumors. A few months later,

she received chemotherapy in a follow

up visit to Ohio State.

During a recent veterinary exam, we
learned that the cancer has returned to
one eye. Our local veterinarian believes
that he can administer the chemotherapy
treatments here so further trips to Ohio State will not be necessary.

Can you help Cami?

Cami is a gentle giant of a horse. She has a sweet disposition and has learned to trust us.
She loves to be brushed and many of us have been able to ride her.

Please help us to help Cami. Fund are needed for her chemotherapy treatments. Cami also
would like to have a Guardian Angel, and once her cancer is gone, we would like to pnd
her a loving forever home.

Wanted: DogWalkers, Groomers,
Ofpce Help andWebsite Assistance

pring is here and the dogs at Angel Ridge want so much for you to take
Sthem for a 0spind around the grounds at the facility. Our dedicated J
dog walkers managed to walk every dog on at least a weekly basis,
sometimes dodging raindrops and snowyakes. Once a volunteer olearns
the ropeso of walking the various dogs, they may walk dogs any day
by contacting our ofpce prst. We also need volunteers who can trim ‘%\Tﬁ’
toenails, and bathe or groom.

/er Our current dog walking brigade of friends and families, likes to meet as a
group and walk together. Usually Sunday, late mornings, work best for
) sl them. Interested in joining in on the fun? Brush off your walking shoes
and phone or e-mail volunteer Cindy Coupe at Cindy.Coupe@verizon.net

= orat 412-576-3445,

We are also in need of some extra help in our ofpce, mainly data entry duties. The work
can be done in our ofpce or at home. Also, our website volunteer has gotten quite busy with
work and family, so we need some website help, too. We are using the Adobe Dreamweaver
CS4 program. We could also use an extra copy of that program.

Can you help? Please e-mail us at aranres@yahoo.com or phone our ofpce at 724-229-
7053. Funds are needed. (31
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% Our Paws Are &
Crossed for Malcolm

201 was just not blind dog Mal-

colmds best year. Malcolm is
a boxer-mix dog that has been at Angel Ridge
for over three years. He is just a little over four
years old, and he has had thick greyish-blue
cataracts since he came to us. We believe that
these cataracts make him totally blind.

Malcolm also tested postive for heartworm short-
ly after we got him. Our veterinarian conducted the
initial treatment and we continued his monthly medication.

Help Malcolm live g fyj life

Malcolm is a calm dog that gets along with all creatures human, canine, and feline. There
is a real sweetness about him, but make no mistake, this dog has spunk, and perhaps a little
too much spunk for his own good. Malcolm had the good fortune to go into a foster home
early last year, but he ocarried oné when the family was away and did some damage to
household belongings. Malcolm was returned to Angel Ridge in the fall and everyone here
pow-wowed to try and pgure out how we could install some better manners into the boy.

When we routinely tested Malcolm for heartworm last year, he tested positive again and
our veterinarian recommended further treatment.

Heartworm infestation in a dog is a serious matter, but Malcolm was healthy in all other
ways. But this new medical condition did pose a major setback for the time being. Our vet
told us that Malcolmds blindness could be totally reversed with surgery. However, surgery
would be out of the question until the heartworm condition was no longer a factor.

Just as 2010 was about to come to a close, Malcolm suffered another setback. In the course
of some exhuberant play with another dog, Marlcolmds leg and the concrete kennel yoor
did not see eye-to-eye and he suffered a fracture. His leg was splinted and our veterinarian
hoped that his bones would heal on their own. X-rays have been taken every four weeks
and the recommendation is that Malcolm have orthopedic surgery in which pins are placed
to mend the bones.

We are working hard to get Malcolm back on track. We hope that 2011 will be his best year
ever, giving him a strong heart, eyes that see, and a leg that works for him again.

Malcolm is a real oham¢ for attention. He would love to
meet you. We are also asking our kind supporters to help to
fund Malcolmds medical comback. We have some funds set
aside for his cataract surgery, but still have a shortfall and
his orthopedic surgery will be costly. Malcolm also really
needs a foster home or a permanent home, preferably with a
person or family that can be with him most of the time.

Thank you and God bless. You can donate to Malcolmds
care on the form on page 9.

&




My Thoroughly Marvelous Millie

Editors Note: Millie and Tillie (our names for them) were found aban-
doned together in a wooded area over two years ago. An animal control
ofpcer brought them to Angel Ridge.We were their last and only chance ...

and | just spent our prst Christmas together in our new home. Millie loves her new

T his is Millie. She is a Treeing Walker Coonhound and my name is Cindy. Millie
home, just not the Santa hat!

After purchasing my home this past November, | decided
I would like a companion to share my new home with
me. Using Petpnder.com | typed in 6Coonhoundé and up
popped Millie, exactly the dog | was looking for.

I think it is important to give shelter dogs a home when-
ever possible. Millie isndt my prst shelter dog, but she
is my prst adoption from Angel Ridge Animal Rescue, a
no-kill shelter in Washington, Pennsylvania. Shelters are
at times extremely heart-wrenching when you see all the
animals in need of good homes.

Angel Ridge turned out to be a wonderful experience for
me. The level of care | witnessed for the dogs living there
was unlike any other shelter | have adopted from. Poor
Millie had been living at Angel Ridge for over two years and that is a long time. Usually it
means that dog will be there for life in some instances.

Cindy & Millie

One would think training an older dog like Millie, who is around pve-years old and has
spent two years living in a shelter would be a difpcult task. Actually, | prepared myself for
that very possibility. | found it to be much easier than training puppies in the past. Millie
was completely trained in a matter of two months. She enjoys free run of the house when
I am at work. | found that Millie actuallly did better with being given space after living in
a kennel.

It has been a heartwarming and rewarding experience
to see Millie coming to life over these months. | would
like to take this opportunity to persuade anyone who
is looking to bring a dog into their life to adopt one of
these dogs who deserve to have a happy home and a
family who loves them. If it is a puppy you want, well,
Angel Ridge does have puppies, too. But for those of
you who have been through the puppy training and
chewing, letds just say 0you can teach an old dog new
tricks!o

One last note: Millieds sister, Tillie, is still living at Angel Ridge and it would mean the
world for me to pnd out that Tillie has found a new home after all these years. Tillie even
has a special angel that has sponsored her entire adoption fee. So please, call, adopt, or
donate to Angel Ridge Animal Rescue.

- Cindy Furlong
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EarnYourWings...
Become an Angel to the Animals

at Angel Ridge Animal Rescue
Become A Contributor

Hsremsrw evi riihih ws xlex Li ger tvszohi kssh srilksirk gevi xs syv
erngepv erh gsrxiryi xs xeoi nr ri{ sriw2 Ll ws ger} wtignep riihwernl
qgepl syv zixivirev} erh hem} genrxirergi gsww evi Ink12 1ziv} }ieW }syv
gsrwrfymsrw Fiptih yw xs tvszrhi zixivirev} gevi xs ger} erngemi nrgpyhl
nrk hs~irw sjwgo sv nrnyvih erngem?

Become A Guardian Angel
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Guardian Angel Program
Helps Angels Like
Blind & Deaf Truman

I t was Presidentis Day and | received an urgent e-mail

from another shelter. The dog warden had found an

older, blind and deaf beagle wandering alone in a big
peld. None of the neighbors recognized him. He was most
likely dumped there to die. The dog warden wanted to put
him down right away.

\Wolunteers at the shelter begged for a few

extra days. My heart was torn. We have
had blind and deaf dogs before. Taking
care of their needs is not an easy task. But,
being a strong believer in othings happen
for a reason,6 | agreed to take him

I named him Truman in honor of Presidentds
Day. Truman is a gentle, loving dog that loves
to be touched and hugged. He was so grateful
for a warm place and a soft bed the night that
he arrived. Several years ago, we sheltered a
blind beagle, Tommy, at Angel Ridge. Tommy
was a character and such a sturdy and loving
dog 0 the 0Tonka Trucké of beagles. Truman reminds
me so much of our beloved Tommy.

For the balance of the winter, Truman will reside in my
ome. In the spring, we will try him out in one of our dcondos6 where
he can go in and out of the building as he pleases and always be safe.

Truman needs a Guardian Angel to sponsor him. There are many other dogs at Angel Ridge
that need a Guardian Angel, too. The annual sponsorship is $200, which can be paid in
quarterly installments of $50. This donation helps us to provide needed veterinary care for
our older and handicapped animals. A listing of all of the animals in the Guardian Angel
program can be found on our website, www.angelridgeanimalrescue.org, or you may allow
us to choose an animal for you to sponsor.

Please see the sponsorship form on page 9. Thank you and God Bless!

Nancy Shannon -

Be the Pair of Hands
who Help a Pair of Paws . ..

Become a Guardian Angel

ngel Ridge
brings dogs to
the Bethel Park

Petco the prst Saturday
of each month from 12:
00-2:00 p.m. This is a
great opportunity to show
off some of our beautiful
and talented pooches and
get the word out about
Angel Ridge. Please stop
by to see some of the ter-
ripc dogs up for adoption
or volunteer to help out.
\olunteers are available to
answer questions and our
adoption binder displays
pictures and a description
of each of our dogs. Dona-
tions are also welcome. Join us at Petco!

\olunteer John Brown and Angel Ridge
dogs enjoying their outing at Petco.

Holiday Donation Drive sponsored by
Monongahela Animal Hospital

r. Lisa Lusk [& i '.5
Dand her staff at [ ' ' Y\
Monongahela A i

Animal Hospital asked
their clients to contribute
money and wish list items
to Angel Ridge Animal
Rescue over the Christmas
holiday season. On Janu-
ary 29th, Dr. Lusk accom-
panied by her children and
staff, presented our angels
with a generous cash dona-
tion and two car loads of
our wish list items.

Thank you, Monongahela Making our wishes come true!
Animal  Hospital,  for Thank you Dr. Lusk and Monongahela Animal
sharing your love with our Hospital for your generosity.

animals in need.
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